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British trade with Persia via Russia, but his bias against Elton must betaken
into account. His chronology, though not perfect, is far superior to that of
Jones.
VIL   PERE BAZIN, SJ.
Louis Bazin was born at Avranches on the 24th May, 1712. In January,
1731, he entered upon his noviciate, and, four years later, having completed
his theological studies and obtained some knowledge of medicine, he left
France for Persia.1 From 1741 Bazin followed Nadir's career with close
attention. Hanway met him at Resht in February, 1744, 2 and again at Lahijan
in the following August ; on the latter occasion Bazin gave Hanway some
medical treatment* In December, 1746, he was appointed chief physician
to Nadir, and remained with him until his assassination. In February, 1751,
he was at Bandar 'Abbas, waiting for a ship to take him to France. In 1767
he went to China ; he died at Peking on the i5th March, 1774,
Two letters which Bazin wrote at Bandar 'Abbas on the 2nd February,
1751, to Pere Roger, the Procureur-G&ieral des Missions du Levant, have been
published in the Letires Edifiantes* and also in the Missions du Levant. In
the first of these letters he described rather briefly Nadir's career up to the
beginning of the Lazgi campaign in 1741 ; from that point onwards his narrative
is far more detailed, and, in view of his special position at the court during the"
kst six months of Nadir's life, it is of great interest and value for that period.
Bazin's tent was pitched next to the one in which the Shah was sleeping on the
night of the 20th June, 1747, and the Jesuit narrowly escaped with his life
in the turmoil that followed Nadir's assassination. A sketch-plan by Bazin
of Nadir's camp is reproduced in the Lettres Edifiantes. In his second letter,
he described subsequent events in Persia up to the execution of 'Adil Shah in
1749.
Although Bazin was unquestionably an important authority for Nadir's
reign, he has been severely criticised not only by Cook, but also by the learned
Langles ; the latter accused him of extreme partiality towards Nadir and
of passing over without a word the Shah's horrible intention of putting the
Persians in his army to death ; Langles concluded his remarks by saying :
" Le silence de ce missionnaire ne peut balancer les autorit6s que je viens de
citer (Hanway, Mirza Mahdi and 'Abdu'l-Karim) ; il sert settlement & caractfriser
1'esprit j&uitique et sacerdotale."5
While Langles is justified in calling attention to Bazin's omission of any refer-
ence to Nadir's terrible project, he ignores the fact that he, elsewhere in his
account, did not hesitate to mention some acts of appalling cruelty of which
1 These scanty details are taken from Volume I of the Catalogue de la Compagnie de Jisus by the
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